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	Willamette Kayak and Canoe Club

Trip Facilitator Instructions



Thank you for facilitating a WKCC trip!

Trips are the heart of the WKCC.  They keep veteran members active and bring in new members.

A trip facilitator serves as the “idea person.” Want to boat a certain stretch of river and share that experience with people outside your usual circle of paddling companions?  Facilitate a trip!  Got an idea but need help making it reality?  Facilitate a trip! Not satisfied with the trips you’ve seen posted on the club calendar?  Facilitate a trip!  It’s that simple.

As a trip facilitator, you fulfill some basic administrative roles and duties:

( Inquire whether potential participants have adequate skills and equipment (and provide diligent feedback to those you believe may not), 

( Gather and provide information for the trip (i.e. flows, guidebook descriptions, etc.),

( Ensure that participants are WKCC members and, if they aren’t, gather appropriate liability waivers.

( Serve as a membership contact for potential new members,

( Collect membership applications and fees from anyone wishing to join before the trip,

( Ensure that the “common whitewater safety practices” described on the next page are known, and

( Return any fees and completed forms to the club.

Here is the information you need for these simple, easy-to-complete tasks:

Sign-in Instructions
1. Everyone who goes on the trip must have signed a liability waiver, so first determine who is a WKCC member with a signed waiver of liability on file.

2. Get everyone who has not yet signed a waiver to sign one — anyone over 18 years old should sign an adult waiver, and anyone less than 18 years old should sign a minor waiver along with his or her parent or legal guardian. The club charges no fee to people signing waivers.

3. People who are not WKCC members are welcome to attend trips after signing a club waiver.  They should be encouraged to join the club, and hopefully they will become members before or after the trip — or in the future.  If someone wants to join on the spot, have them fill out a membership application and give you a check (made out to WKCC) or cash for $12.  If they want to join in the future, give them a membership application or the address of the WKCC Web site (www.wkcc.org).

4. Make sure you have enough forms for your trip (copying costs will be reimbursed upon request).

Send Completed Forms & Fees to:

WKCC Membership

PO Box 1062

Corvallis, OR 97339-1062
Club Contacts: www.wkcc.org
President: Steve Stuckmeyer  sstuckmeyer@gmail.com
Membership: Sandra Uesugi  uesugis@ucs.orst.edu
THE SAFETY TALK—Including Common Safety Practices

The safety talk is a particularly important part of any club trip.  We revisit these basics for every paddler’s benefit.

The following outline is intended to highlight those basics Feel free to expand on it.

THE BASICS—BE SAFE AND HAVE FUN!

• Everyone participating in WKCC trips must listen to the safety talk, and understand the information presented.  If there are questions, please ask.  If there are additions, please add.

• Everyone has signed a WKCC waiver, and understands that you are responsible for yourself on all trips?  Check with eye contact and a verbal response.

• Does anyone have any physical or medical condition that we should know about, e.g., bee allergies, diabetes, prior injuries such as shoulder dislocations, seizures, etc.)?

• Do not litter. If you pack it In, pack it out.  Use the toilets at the access points to dispose of human waste ; if one is not available dig a 6-inch deep cat hole and bury the waste.

• Be respectful of other river users, especially fishermen.

• Other details:

1. Decide whether to set a lead and/or sweep boat.  If you decide to do so, do not let boaters get ahead of the lead or behind the sweep.

2. We stick together for safety in club trips.  Always keep the group within sight.  If the pace is too fast, or too slow, alert the facilitator, pull over as a group, and reach a consensus on how to alleviate the problem.  The lead boater keeps the group together by looking back frequently and counting — If everyone is not in sight, stop and wait until they are.  (Consider splitting the group if appropriate, and there is good leadership for each group)

3. If you are concerned about the line through a rapid, ask and scout — a choice to portage is always respected.

4. Be certain participants have throw bags and understand how to use one.

5. PFDs must be worn at all times while on the water.

6. A  whistle is required for each boat (state law).

7. Helmets are required to be worn on any trip with Class II or higher whitewater.

8. Each boater should carry personal food and first-aid equipment.

9. No alcohol or drug use is allowed before paddling or while on the water. No exceptions.

Group Communication Signals:

One whistle blast

—>
ATTENTION (frequently for a swimmer)

Three whistle blasts

—>
SOS—GET HERE NOW![but be safe!]

Paddle Vertical (waving)

—>
HELP! 

Paddle Horizontal

—>
STOP! DO NOT pass Lead Boater

Paddle Vertical (static)

—>
OK. Clear.  Come ahead, or This is the line

Paddle pointed right or left
            —>
Go that way.  Point positive — do not 





point at hazards

Pat Head, point at paddler in question
—>
Question: Are you OK? 

Pat Head



Answer: I’m OK.

